
Request approval to accept grant funds from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to 
support the Department of Public Health’s Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance Network 
project.

SUBJECT

January 19, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT TWO NOTICE OF AWARDS FROM THE CENTERS FOR 
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION FOR THE SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED 

DISEASE SURVEILLANCE NETWORK PROJECT AND APPORVAL OF AN APPROPRIATION 
ADJUSTMENT 

(All SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)
(4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept and execute: 1) Notice of Award (NA) Grant Number 1H25PS001276-01 (Exhibit I) from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for the project period of September 30, 2008 
through September 29, 2009, in the amount of $150,000; and 2) NA Grant Number 5H25PS001276-
02 (Exhibit II) from the CDC for the project period of September 30, 2009 through September 29, 
2010, in the amount of $150,000, to support a Sexually Transmitted Disease Control Surveillance 
Network (SSuN) project managed by DPH’s  Sexually Transmitted Disease Control (STD) Program, 
at no net County cost.

2. Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute future awards 
and/or amendments substantially similar to NA Grant Number 1H25PS001276-01 and NA Grant 
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Number 5H25PS001276-02 from the CDC, that provide funding for future years through September 
29, 2013, extend the term, permit the rollover of any unspent funds, and/or provide for an increase or 
decrease in funding of up to 25 percent
above each year’s base award, subject to review and approval by County Counsel and the Chief 
Executive Office (CEO), and notification to your Board offices.

3. Accept and execute an Agreement, substantially similar to Exhibit III, from the California 
Department of Public Health’s (CDPH) STD Control Branch (SCB) to collect STD demographic, 
clinical, and behavioral information, effective upon date of Board approval through September 29, 
2010 with automatic annual renewals for a maximum of three years through September 29, 2013, in 
an amount not to exceed $75,000 per year, contingent upon availability of funds.

4. Approve the Request for Appropriation Adjustment (Attachment A) in the amount of $84,000 for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2009-10.  This Appropriation Adjustment will increase DPH’s budgeted Services 
and Supplies (S&S) appropriation by $84,000, and is fully offset by grant funding from the CDC.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of these recommended actions will enable the DPH’s STD Program to participate in the 
STD Surveillance Network five-year project to improve the capacity of national, State and local STD 
programs to detect, monitor, and respond rapidly to emerging trends in STDs and related risk 
behaviors.  

The DPH STD Program and the CDPH-SCB collaborated and submitted an application to the CDC 
for the SSuN grant on July 14, 2008.  The collaboration allowed DPH STD Program and CDPH-SCB 
to meet the grant’s application requirements.  The partnership formed under this collaboration will 
improve the DPH’s ability to interact with local, State, and national programs to detect, monitor, and 
rapidly respond with greater effectiveness to merging trends in STDs and related risk behaviors as 
well as to evaluate the effectiveness of public health intervention.  On September 9, 2008, the DPH 
received the SSuN Grant from the CDC in the amount of $150,000.  

The DPH did not accept the September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009 funds provided under 
NA Grant Number 1H25PS001276-01 earlier since CDPH-SCB did not accept the County’s 
contracting terms and conditions.  Contract negotiations with CDPH-SCB were lengthy and the 
review process was extensive.  The CDPH-SCB was adamant that it could not indemnify the County 
unless it had clear statutory authority to do so and in this case it did not.  The DPH received approval 
from CEO Risk Management and County Counsel to move forward but included a provision which 
states “neither party shall indemnify the other party, and each party shall be responsible for their own 
acts and/or omissions regardless of negligence or fault" in lieu of the standard County indemnity 
provision.  The CDPH-SCB agreed to the provision.  All references to indemnification have been 
omitted from the Agreement and accompanying Standard Provisions.  However, since that time DPH 
has requested approval from CDC to rollover $75,000 from September 30, 2008 through September 
29, 2009 budget period to the September 30, 2009 through September 29, 2010 budget period.  The 
requested rollover funds of $75,000 is comprised $63,513 for Research Analyst II to pay salary and 
benefits, $333 to purchase office supplies, and $11,154 for indirect cost reimbursement.  Once the 
rollover has been approved, CDC will issue DPH a revised award letter increasing the total award for 
the current project period.  CDPH-SCB has requested approval from CDC to rollover $75,000 from 
September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009 budget period separately from DPH.  CDC 
allowed CDPH-SCB, as a one-time only occurrence, to submit their request for rollover funds 
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separate from DPH because of the length of time that has lapsed between original NA to the present 
and not having a contract with DPH.  

The DPH STD Program will oversee 12 DPH STD clinics for the clinic-based component of the grant. 
 These 12 DPH STD Clinics serve a large clientele that is varied with regard to gender, 
race/ethnicity, age, and sexual orientation.  All clinic-based activities will be conducted by six DPH 
STD Program staff, funded by the SSuN grant, and will collect data on STD and Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) testing, demographics, and behavioral risk of men who have sex with 
men (MSM) seen at the 12 DPH STD clinics.  The DPH STD Program will analyze demographics 
and behavioral risks in order to assess disease burden and report on HIV testing and prevalence of 
STD/HIV co-infection.  DPH STD clinic data will be sent electronically to CDC for a wide variety of 
analyses in order to respond to STD trends and public health priorities.  The CDPH-SCB will sample 
and interview gonorrhea cases throughout California for the population-base component of the grant. 
 The CDPH-SCB will conduct interviews to collect demographic, clinical, and behavioral information 
of gonorrhea cases throughout California (including Los Angeles County), based on methods 
developed for the ongoing California Gonorrhea Surveillance System (CGSS).  The patient 
interviews will be conducted via telephone and will elicit detailed demographic and behavioral risk 
information, such as which venues were utilized to meet sexual partners and incarceration (jail) 
history.  Eight contact attempts, including two during evening hours or on the weekend, within eight 
weeks from the date of diagnosis are required for completion of the review.  Demographics data will 
be sent to CDC including race/ethnicity, age, gender, and setting of diagnosis (i.e. STD Clinic vs. 
non-STD clinic) will be compared between all reported cases statewide, cases sampled through 
CGSS, interviewed cases, and cases for which provider-reported data is successfully collected.  
Both programs have existing data infrastructure that can be rapidly adapted by the requirements of 
the SSuN project.

Approval of the two NAs will allow DPH to accept CDC grant funds that will help support DPH’s 
participation in the CDC’s National Center for HIV/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), 
Viral Hepatitis, STD, and Tuberculosis (TB) Prevention SSuN five-year project.  The data collected 
from the SSuN project will improve the capacity of national, State and local STD programs to detect, 
monitor, and respond rapidly to emerging trends in STDs and related risk behaviors.  

Approval of the second recommendation will allow the DPH to expedite the acceptance of future 
awards and/or amendments, permit the rollover of any unspent funds, and/or provide for an increase 
or decrease in funding of up to 25 percent above each year’s base award amount.

Approval of the third recommendation will allow the DPH to expedite the acceptance of an 
Agreement with the CDPH-SCB through September 29, 2013, in an amount not to exceed $75,000 
per year, 100 percent offset by grant funding, contingent upon availability of funds to administer the 
population-base component of the grant activities.

The additional appropriation of $84,000, under the attached Appropriation Adjustment for the period 
of September 30, 2009 through September 29, 2010 will increase the S&S appropriation at no net 
County cost to fund the SSuN project from the date of Board approval to June 30, 2010.  The S&S 
appropriation will be used to conduct the clinic-base activities for the SSuN project and include 
$1,304 for office supplies, $4,160 travel, $75,000 Contractor (CDPH-SCB), $3,000 for other 
expenses and $333 from the September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009 the project period. 
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health of the County’s Strategic Plan 
by improving surveillance of gonorrhea and HIV/STD-related risk behaviors among persons residing 
in Los Angeles County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total amount of funding available for the SSuN project for September 30, 2008 through 
September 29, 2009 is $150,000 fully funded under NA Grant Number 1H25PS001276-01, at no net 
County cost.  Acceptance of the NA of a term that has already expired and no expenses were 
incurred during that term will ensure that the September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009 
funding will not be lost.  The unobligated funds in the amount of $75,000 from September 30, 2008 
through September 29, 2009 project period are being requested to carryover to September 30, 2009 
through September 29, 2010 grant year. CDPH-SCB will request approval of the unobligated funds 
in the amount of $75,000 from September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009 separately from 
DPH 

The total cost of the SSuN project for September 30, 2009 through September 29, 2010 is $150,000 
comprised of: $57,671 for salary and benefits, $3,077 for office supplies, $4,160 for travel, $75,000 
for the Agreement with CDPH-SCB, and $10,092 for indirect cost fully funded under NA Grant 
Number 5H25PS001276-02, 100 percent offset by grant funding, contingent upon availability of 
funds.
 
The Agreement with the CDPH-SCB is effective upon date of Board approval through September 29, 
2013 not to exceed $75,000 per year, at no net County cost.

Approve the attached Appropriation adjustment in the amount of $84,000 will increase DPH FY 2009
-10 S&S appropriation.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The DPH STD Program collaborated with the CDPH-SCB to apply for a SSuN grant funded by the 
CDC.  Since the CDPH-SCB has an existing Temporary Personnel Service Agreement with Public 
Health Foundation Enterprises (PHFE), they informed the DPH that they were going to use PHFE 
staff to perform the services and PHFE would bill DPH for its portion of the services rendered; 
however, it was ultimately decided that this was not feasible or allowable under the grant, as this 
would result in CDPH-SCB subcontracting with PHFE not DPH.  Furthermore, the DPH was advised 
by Auditor-Controller that accepting the $150,000 under NA grant award and then paying CDPH-
SCB its portion of the grant would cause DPH to earn interest on the amount which would require 
DPH to establish a trust fund dedicated to the grant to ensure the taxes on the interest earned were 
auditable.  The DPH contacted the CDC and was informed that reimbursement for the award would 
be made available through automatic drawdown.  It was determined that a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) would be the easiest mechanism to get the $75,000 to the CDPH-SCB.  The 
MOU between the CDPH-SCB and DPH would be necessary to hold CDPH-SCB accountable to 
perform their duties as agreed to under the grant.  Initially, CDPH-SCB agreed to the MOU however, 
CDPH-SCB determined that the MOU would be time consuming and requested an Agreement.  Both 
parties agreed that an Agreement would be an acceptable mechanism to use to compensate CDPH-
SCB for services rendered under the NA.  
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Contract negotiations with CDPH-SCB were lengthy and the review process was extensive.  The 
CDPH-SCB was adamant that it could not indemnify the County unless it had clear statutory 
authority to do so and in this case it did not.  The DPH received approval from CEO Risk 
Management and County Counsel to move forward but included a provision which states “neither 
party shall indemnify the other party, and each party shall be responsible for their own acts and/or 
omissions regardless of negligence or fault" in lieu of the standard County indemnity provision.  The 
CDPH-SCB agreed to the provision.  All references to indemnification have been omitted from the 
Agreement and accompanying Standard Provisions.  If DPH is unable to partner with CDPH-SCB, 
funding will be lost.  

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I, II, and III as to form.  Attachment A is the Appropriation 
Adjustment.  Attachment B and C is the Grant Management Statement for grants exceeding 
$100,000.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

On July 14, 2008, the DPH STD Program collaborated with the CDPH-SCB to form a partnership 
and submitted an application to the CDC for a SSuN Grant, for which they were awarded funding.  
The five-year project period will be effective upon date of Board approval and continue through 
September 29, 2014, in the amount of $150,000 each year, subject to availability of funds and 
satisfactory programmatic progress.

On September 9, 2008, the DPH received NA Grant Award Number 1H25PS001276-01 from the 
CDC in the amount of $150,000 for the period of September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009.  
With this funding, the DPH STD Program will use $75,000 to conduct the clinic-based component of 
the grant activities.  The CDPH-SCB will use the remaining $75,000 of the grant funds to conduct the 
population-based component of the grant activities.  Because of negotiations with the CDPH-SCB 
over contracting terms and conditions, the September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009 funding 
has not been accepted.  However, DPH has requested approval from CDC to rollover $75,000 to the 
September 30, 2009 through September 29, 2010 budget period.  The requested rollover funds of 
$75,000 is comprised $63,513 for Research Analyst II to pay salary and benefits, $333 to purchase 
office supplies, and $11,154 for indirect cost reimbursement.  CDPH-SCB has requested approval 
from CDC to rollover $75,000 from September 30, 2008 through September 29, 2009 budget period 
separately from DPH.  The original NA will be accepted under the action to allow for this rollover. 

On September 12, 2009, DPH received the second NA Grant Award Number 5H25PS001276-02 
from the CDC in the amount of $150,000, for the period of September 30, 2009 through September 
29, 2010.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to accept grant funds for the STD Surveillance 
Network and enable DPH to take part in development of common protocols to address surveillance 
and program evaluation issues of national, State and local interest.
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Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:ar

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Acting County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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